
Lesson Study 

English Language 

1) Identify the differences between simple past & 

past continuous tense  

2) Use both tenses correctly 



Background 

Date: 10 April 2014 – 23 May 2014 

Target groups: 2A (TFY) , 2B (SFC), 2D (TY) 

2A and 2B: Classes of average ability 
2D: Elite class 

Duration of lessons: Double lessons (70mins) 

Advisors and observers: Principal, Vice Principals and other 
English teachers 



Objectives 

 notice and remember the forms of past 
continuous tense 

 notice the differences between simple past 
tense and past continuous tense 

 use simple past tense and past continuous 
tense correctly 

 produce the sentence pattern 
“When____(original/ long action in the 
past)______, ___(interrupted/ short action 
in the past)____.” 

 



Pre-test 

 A blank-filling test (15 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

arrived 

was watching 

was sleeping 

were taking 



The pre-test result 
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Analysis of students' pre-test scripts 

 Failing to use past continuous tense 
for the on-going actions in the past  



Analysis of students' pre-test scripts 

 Failing to form the past continuous 
tense correctly 



Interviewing students 

 One student from each score range (0-3, 4-7, 8-12, 

13-15) was invited to be interviewed. The 

interview was conducted in Cantonese. Here are 

the questions: 

1. Did you learn past continuous tense in primary 

school? 

2.  If yes, what do you remember about the tense? 

3.  Do you know what meaning this tense conveys? 

(progressive action in the past)  

4. Do you know the form of this tense? 

 



 Show interviewees their pre-test papers. 

Ask: 

1. What difficulties did you have when 

doing this test? 

2. Why did you choose to use past tense or 

other tenses in blanks requiring past 

continuous tense? 

3. How can teachers help you to get a 

higher mark in this test? 

 



Findings 

 Most students who could score 8 or above 

in the test had already learnt the target 

grammar item in primary schools. 

 They could not clearly tell the differences 

between simple past tense and past 

continuous tense.  

 Some students were uncertain about the 

forms of two tenses and randomly 

attempted the pre-test. 



Co-devising the lesson plan 

 Step 1: Test students’ prior knowledge  



 Step 2: Revision on simple past tense 



 Step 3: Language focus and drawing 

timelines 

 



 Step 4: Doing a controlled blank-filling 

exercise 

 



 Step 5:Mime 

 Students mime the actions on cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Audience have to guess what the sentences 
are and tell the teacher. 

 



 Step 6: Group Writing 

 Put students into groups. 

 Imagine Hong Yan visited KCMC last week.  Ask students to 

complete the first two sentences and write 3 more sentences 

by using the target language.  

 Invite students to share their sentences. 

 Give feedbacks to students. 

 



 Step 7: Conclusion 

  Check students’ understanding of the 

students on the target language 



First implementation of the lesson 

Date: 20 May 2014 

Time: 10:05-11:15 

Class:  2A (TFY) 

Venue:  Room 201 

Observers:  Principal, Vice principals and English teachers 



Second implementation of the 
lesson 

Date: 22 May 2014 

Time: 1:50-3:00 

Class:  2B (SFC) 

Venue:  Room 202 

Observers:  Vice principals and English teachers 



Third implementation of the lesson 

Date: 23 May 2014 

Time: 3:00-4:10 

Class:  2D (TY) 

Venue:  Room 204 

Observers:  Principal, Vice principal and English teachers 



Post-lesson conference  

 1)Timelines may not be clear enough to 

show the meanings conveyed by two 

tenses. 



She met her teacher. 

Hong Yan was walking to school. 

NOW 

TY’s suggestion 

 When she was walking to school,  

 she met her teacher. 

 



Post-lesson conference  

 2) Not enough time was given to students 

to write the sentences of the mimes. 

 



 Solution: Students  compose the sentences 

collaboratively. 



Post-lesson conference  

 3) Insufficient scaffolding for the final 

writing task  



Solution: Offer more language support 

 



The post-test result 
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Comparison of the results in 
the pre-test and post-test 

 



Other findings 

 Although there are about 42% 2A students, 

50% 2B students and 5% 2D students  

who still got failed, a majority of them 

showed their grasp of the forms of two 

tenses.  

 It is likely that the lack of vocabulary may 

prevent them from understanding the 

linguistic context, thus making it difficult 

to select the correct tenses. 

 



Reflection 

 A professional development process  

 Eye-opening experience 

 Be a more reflective teacher 

 Improve the teaching effectiveness 

 



Suggestions 

 If time allows, teachers should produce 

each part of the lesson materials together. 

 Teachers should have a common 

understanding of the target language item. 

 The convener saves the lesson plans and 

materials for future use. 

 

 



` 

Thank you. 


