
Lesson Study 
 
Objective:  
- Students work out the form of present 
continuous tense and rules of “ing form” 
by themselves in groups. 
- Students can master the form and use 
of  present continuous tense. 
 

簡報者
簡報註解
Good morning/afternoon everyone, I am going to share with you the background, objectives, results of the lesson study done by English Department. At the end of my presentation, I will talk about some teachers’ reflection and suggestions for improvement.



Background 
Date: 14 May 2015 

Target groups: 1A (TFY) , 1B (WP), 1C(TY), 1D (SP) 

1A – 1C: Classes of average ability 
1C: Class of better ability 
 
1D: Elite class 

Duration of 
lessons: 

Double lessons (70mins) 



Pre-test 
 A blank-filling test (16 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

are showing 

am explaining 

is raining 

are saying 

is talking 

簡報者
簡報註解
To test students’ prior knowledge and investigate their difficulties, we set a blank-filling test. The full mark of the paper is 15. Only simple past tense and past continuous tense are tested.



The pre-test result 

Class Passing rate 

1A 16.6% 

1B 0% 

1C 14.3% 

1D 2.8% 

簡報者
簡報註解
This is the statistics of the pre-test result. The passing mark is 8. In 2D, around 60% students could pass the test. In 2A and 2B, less than 50% students could achieve a pass. 



Analysis of students' pre-test scripts 

 Failing to use present continuous 
tense for the on-going actions  

簡報者
簡報註解
Besides the statistics, we had in-depth analysis of students’ scripts. Two major problems were found. First, students failed to use past continuous to indicate that a longer action in the past was interrupted.



Analysis of students' pre-test scripts 

 Failing to form the present 
continuous tense correctly 

簡報者
簡報註解
Second, candidates were unable to form the past continuous correctly.



Co-devising the lesson plan 
 Step 1: Test students’ prior knowledge  

簡報者
簡報註解
To help students overcome the challenges, we collaboratively designed this lesson plan. Step 1:  Test students’ prior knowledge





 





 



Step 2: Introduce the form of present 
continuous tense 
 

簡報者
簡報註解
Step 2: Do revision on the meaning and use of simple past tense



Step 3: Readers’ Theatre 
 

 

簡報者
簡報註解
Step: Use timelines to help students notice the differences between the two tenses



 





 



Step 3: Form present participle 

簡報者
簡報註解
Step 4: Consolidate students’ knowledge through a blank-filling exercise



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 Step 4:Writing  
 . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

簡報者
簡報註解
Step 5: In order to add some fun to the lesson, we let students recycle the grammar item in a drama activity. Students have to perform the actions and the audience have to guess what the sentences are.



Bingo 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 





Writing 
 Miss Chan Chan has asked you to 

write a text message to the principal 
telling him what is happening at 
school.  



Writing 

When:  At  present - 12:20 pm 

Where:  3rd floor 

Who: Miss Chan Chan +students 

What:  Miss Chan Chan is very angry   

Why:  Some students are being 
naughty 



1st Paragraph 

 It is  12:20pm (when). Miss Chan Chan 
and some students are on the 3rd floor 
(where). Miss Chan Chan is very angry 
(what) because some students are 
being naughty (why).        



 Step 5: Conclusion 
  Check students’ understanding of the 

students on the target language 

簡報者
簡報註解
Finally, teachers conclude the lesson and check students’ understanding again.



Post-lesson conference  
 Strengths: 
   1) Lesson planning: 
        a. Integration of four language skills 
        b. Classroom activities involving all        
           students 

 



Post-lesson conference  
2) Strategies for catering learners’ diversity 
     a. Graded materials for different classes 



Post-lesson conference  
2) Strategies for catering learners’ diversity 
     b. Different ways of executing lessons    
         among classes 



Post-lesson conference  
2) Strategies for catering learners’ diversity 
   c. Putting students with different ability in 

one group 
 



Post-lesson conference  
2) Strategies for catering learners’ diversity 
   d. Demonstration given by students with  

stronger abilities 
          



Post-lesson conference  
2) Strategies for catering learner  
     diversity 
     e. Extra tasks given to fast learners 



Post-lesson conference  
 Recommendation: 
   1) Use of I-pads  



Post-lesson conference  
 2) A short quiz can be given for 

consolidation before proceeding to the 
writing task. 
 

簡報者
簡報註解
After each visit, all observers had a post-lesson conference in lecture theatre to talk about the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson. The first shortcoming is that timelines may not be clear enough to show the meanings conveyed by two tenses.



Post-lesson conference  
 3) (1D) Insufficient scaffolding for the 

final writing task   

簡報者
簡報註解
The third problem is the lack of scaffolding for the final writing task.



Comparison of the results in 
the pre-test and post-test 

 Class Pre-test Post-test 

1A 16.6% 53.3% 

1B 0% 43% 

1C 14.3% 67.9% 

1D 2.8% 82.8% 

簡報者
簡報註解
This is the result of the post-test.  As you can see, more than half of the students can pass the post-test.



 

Pre-test Post-test Mark: 
1/16 

Mark: 
13/16 

簡報者
簡報註解
Around 50% 2A and 2B students were able to distinguish the use of simple past tense and the past continuous tense and use them correctly.



Reflection 
 A professional development process  
 Eye-opening experience 
 Be a more reflective teacher 
 Improve the teaching effectiveness 

 

簡報者
簡報註解
Lesson study is a professional development process which involves lesson planning, teaching, observing and critiquing.  The benefits of lesson study are obvious. We had the opportunity to look at a grammar lesson from other teachers’ creative perspectives Co-devising a lesson with other experienced colleagues has really opened our eyes. Lesson study also encourages us to reflect on our teaching and critically examine our own lesson. This increases our awareness of our own strengths and weaknesses.



Suggestions 

 The school should arrange common 
timeslots to allow teachers to be available 
to co-devise a lesson plan. 

 The convener saves the lesson plans and 
materials for future use. 
 
 

簡報者
簡報註解
Due to the lack of time, we did not have time to produce each part of the materials together. So, some materials may not be flawless. If time allows, we should create all lesson materials together.



` 

Thank you. 
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